Physics Syllabus

Ms. Adams
South Stokes High School

Contact Info:

Email (best) – jennifer.adams@stokes.k12.nc.us
Phone: (336) 994-2995 EXT 2268
Website: www.msadamsclasses.weebly.com
Course Description:

Physics is the study of matter and energy and the interactions between the two through forces and motion.
Curriculum: 






Required Materials:
The major units that we will cover:
· Scientific method and lab safety


1.  A 1-2” binder with dividers

· Conservation of mass and energy


2.  Loose-leaf paper

· Conservation of momentum.



3.  Dark Pens and/or pencils
· Waves.






4.  Ruler/Protractor 
· Interactions of matter and energy.


5. Scientific Calculator
Grading Scale and Categories:





Stokes County Grading Scale:



Categories:
A  93-100






40% Tests/Unit Assessments
B  85-92






40% Labs/Projects/Quizzes
C  77-84






20% Class work/Homework
D  70-76



          
F  0-69








*25% Final Exam ~ According to Exam Exemption Policy*
Tests:  You will have at least a 2 day notice.  We will typically review the day before a test.  If you miss a review day, you will still be expected to take the test with the rest of class (as long as you have not missed any new material).  This means you will have to review on your own.

Labs:  Labs are a common and essential practice in all of science.  For that reason, each lab will be weighted heavily.  Some labs will take place in the classroom, while others will be outside.  I will be sure to let you know before the day of an outdoor lab, so be prepared for the weather.  Also, we will review safe lab practices the first week of class, and you will be expected to follow these guidelines for the entire year. Any student that compromises the safety of his or herself or a classmate will receive a failing grade on the lab being performed.
Classwork/Homework:  Daily class work will sometimes be monitored by participation and at other times by submitted assignments.  I am very open to class discussion and encourage new thoughts.  Homework is seldomly assigned; however, when there is homework it should be completed and turned in on time. Many times you will have time in class to work on homework.  Quizzes will be given randomly throughout the semester.   I might warn you… I might not… Be prepared!
Policies in the Classroom and Laboratory:

· Your behavior in class and lab is expected to be good natured, courteous, mature, and respectable.  If we have a problem hopefully, we can work it out tougher, if not you will get a warning, and lastly I will refer you to an administrator and call your parents/guardians (Read your student handbook).

· Be on time and prepared for class.   This means being seated when the bell rings and starting on your essential question, as well as having all required materials (your binder, paper, pens/pencils).

· Cheating and Plagiarizing will not be tolerated under any circumstances.  Students will be allowed to work in groups, but will be expected to complete their own work.  Cheating will result in a failing grade on the assignment in question (including tests).
· Extra Credit will be given periodically throughout the year.  Take advantage of these opportunities when available.

· Late work policy: 1 day late work = 25 points deducted.  2 days or later will get you a 50.
· If you are absent, it is YOUR responsibility to see me for the work you missed.  You will have the amount of days absent to make up the assignments without penalty.

Class passes and Tardies:

The tardy policy is different than that stated in the handbook. A print out will be given to you. I will allow students to leave the classroom occasionally throughout the semester (bathroom, guidance, nurse, etc.) If you make a habit of asking to leave my class, I will revoke your privilege altogether.  
After reading the entire syllabus, please sign this contract stating that you will abide by the rules/policies of the class and labs.  Your parents will also need to read the syllabus and sign below.  Return this to me no later than Friday January 28th, and keep this rest of the syllabus in your notebook at all times.  

Students:  I have read the rules and procedures in the Physics syllabus and understand them.  I will honor these rules and procedures while in Ms. Adams class.

Student Name:___________________________________________

Student Signature:____________________________________   Date:________________________-

Parents:  My child has discussed the rules and procedures in the Physics Syllabus with me.  I understand and will support them.  
Parent/guardian name(s):____________________________         ______________________________

Parent/guardian Signature: _______________________________________ Date: __________________
Parent/guardian Signature: _______________________________________ Date: __________________

***Special note for parents/guardians:  I would really like to maintain a good communication with you throughout the year.  I plan to do this through email, phone, and my website.  If you would please fill out the information sheet that was sent home today, I will be sure to keep contact with you periodically this semester.  Thank you!!

